AUDIENCE ATTITUDE TOWARDS TELEVISION COVERAGE OF PUBLIC EXECUTIONS
BY
OCHIE ANGELA O.                    PA/MC/H2002/003
PRESENTED IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENT FOR THE AWARD OF HIGHER NATIONAL DIPLOMA (HND) IN THE DEPARTMENT OF MASS COMMUNICATION SCHOOL OF COMMUNICATION ART
INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT AND TECHNOLOGY (IMT) ENUGU

AUGUST, 2005
TITLE PAGE

AUDIENCE ATTITUDE TOWARDS TELEVISION COVERAGE OF PUBLIC EXECUTIONS

BY

OCHIE ANGELA O.                    PA/MC/H2002/003

PRESENTED IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENT FOR THE AWARD OF HIGHER NATIONAL DIPLOMA (HND) IN THE DEPARTMENT OF MASS COMMUNICATION SCHOOL OF COMMUNICATION ART

INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT AND TECHNOLOGY
(IMT) ENUGU

AUGUST, 2005

APPROVAL PAGE

This is to certify that this research project has been approved by the department and carried out by Ochie Angela O. in partial fulfillment of the requirement for the award of higher national diploma in mass communication.

……………………




………………………..

Head of department 




supervisor

Ameh F.O






Mr. E.C Ude

………………………




………………………….

External Examiner 




Academic Adviser









Dr Ogili F.E

DEDICATION

To all the peace makers of the world

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

I’m gratefully acknowledge my indebtedness to my supervisor (Mr. E,C Ude) who contributed in various way to the realization of this project.

I am deeply indebted to Ameh F.O . whom I owe gratitude for his concern, co – operation and encouragement, so that I meet my aspiration.

Finally, I would like to thank my parents, Mr. and Mrs Ochie L. O, other members of my family and my friends for their faith and understanding which were a constant source of encouragement.

ABSTRACT

The menaces of robbery have become a game of the fittest in our society today, that when robbers carryout and operation they boast of it and give names to themselves.

This attracts the attention of the people and all government to find a lasting solution to this dilemma.

This gives rise to the method of public execution of robbers in the state of Nigeria the robbers are publicly executed, the younger one still intends to join in this game and business and this makes it impossible for the method of government in eradicating robbery a reality.

The educated elites in the society says that the public execution is not helping matters while the less educated enjoyed it much and prefers it in television than radio and newspaper.

However, the research aims in carrying out this work is to know the audience /  people feeling towards public execution in Enugu state and how the government and the media have participated in helping matters.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 BACK GROUND OF THE STUDY

One of the consequences of the civil war in Nigeria was the increase I crime ware. Armed robbery was little know on the country before the war. The end of the war brought with it a groom of disillusioned young men who wanted to recover all they lost during the war. These were mostly young men into fought for or against secession only to find out that they had paved a way for a crop of nouveaux pitches. While the war raged on, a new class of elites were busy amazing wealth from war spoils and the oil boom.

Uninke Nawa writing in the Inside out says “ so fierce was this trend of development that the federal military government was forced to promulgate a decree on august 8, 1970. the decree was know as robbery and firearms (special provision) degree No 47. it made provisions for the setting up for tribunals in all state of the federation to try summarily those accused of armed robbery, the penalty was capital punishment.

According to Mr. Nawa’s writing the first public execution was at the bar beach Victoria Island on April 26th, 1971.

Although the decree also made provision for execution by hanging the offender by the neck, till he is dead, the government preferring public execution to serve as a deterrent to others intending to carry out such devilish action.
The increase in crime rate apparently could the promulgation of the robbery and five arms (special provision) decree by the Buhari administration. The name was changed to decree No. 5 of 1984. it made provision for public execution of armed robbers.

Apart from executing the robbers publicly, the media including television stations give the executions adequate coverage. Perhaps, this is to serve as a deterrent to other robbers 

Since the re – introduction of these public executions a lot of armed robbers have been killed publicly by firing squad, burning alive and special style of executions and some of these executions have been telecast by the television hoses and announced by the radio stations, especially on Enugu state and Anambra state.

1.2 STATEMENT OF THE RESEARCH PROBLEM
One problem with the Nigerian press is that they care less about the feelings of their audience. Another problem is that they ado not know the effects of some of their programme on the audience. Once a programme has been introduced, nothing is doe to monitor the audience reactions.

Another problem is to know whether the media television telecast, will continue showing in detail the executions or not and this will depend on how the audience feel about them and the impact the exposure had made on the lives of the audience.

1.3 OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY

The researchers aims at identifying the extent to which such variables as sex and educational level affect the formation of attitudes towards television telecast of public executions in Enugu state.

This study will also help government to know what the people feel about their recent method of eradicating” or at least minimizing robbery on the country especially in Enugu state. The researchers also aims at suggesting possibilities solutions or recommendations that will help reduce such an act in the society.

1.4 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

Since the promulgation of these decree No. 47 of 1970 and No.5 of 1984, no research has been done in this tilled to show whether they have helped to increase robbery or reduce it. It is not just enough to say that there has been a decline in armed robbery in the country without knowing why there has been a decline on that there has been an increase without knowing why. Therefore the views on feeling of the television of (N.T.) audience about the public execution will be analyzed on there to know why there is increase in robbery or decrease in robbery in Enugu state.

1.5 RESEARCH QUESTIONS

 To achieve accurate literature review in the next chapter, the following research questions were formulated.

· What is the attitude of Enugu state television of public executions?
· Does any relationship exist between television exposure of public executions and attitudes towards robbery?

· Does preference for public executions correlate with the degree of crime wave in the society?

1.6 RESEARCH HYPOTHESIS

Based on the research questions formulated the following hypothesis are derived:

Hypothesis 1:

Enugu state television audience tend to prefer television coverage of public executions in NTA to ordinary radio announcement of such executions.

Hypothesis 2:

The NTA television audiences tend to perceive television coverage of public executes as having no effect on the audience attitudes mostly on Enugu state towards robbery eradication.

Hypothesis 3:

People who prefer television coverage of public executions tend to see it as a means of minimizing crime ware in the society.
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